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Im 1981, I begun my career as o college professor at Spring Arbor College, i 3pring Arbar, ¥ichiygan, 11 wis customary o ths church-related
college o hegin the doy, several times o week, with on all-compuos chapel service, On one particular occasion, T eame late to the service during the
singing of the wpenlng bymn, *And Can It Be?", o iymn d rosted im Methadist trad awthored by Charles Wesley to the masic of Thomas
Comphedl.  Desplie my Methadist uphringing, | had pever sung or heard this hymn befope, With over 78 vodees resounding the strwins of this
H:l'l':l..]d'l‘ll mmediately taken by fts beauty gndd pramdear, The hymn has reneained o favorite of mine and that memarable day s lrmly ctched in

ey E

Last year, after the tragedy st Columbine, Colorado, this D b came to mind with lts thile now bearing 3 double meaning.

‘Whirreas Charles wrobe, " And can it be that [ shoubd gain an iatercst in the Saviour's blood? ®, | asked, "How can i be that these young
slpiulill die 5o v aipd peedbessly? ® Ovme cam only turn o Gaod or 8 force greater than man for comfort amidst such terrible events,

ence, the inspiration for this work is taken frem the affirmation of this hymn versas the escalating violence in our countey, partbcolarly in our

gﬂm af this work is derived from the hymn, starting with a partial stitenent of (e hymn which becomes twisted and snarled like the

mrhhmh our world, Bul, for the saving grace of Cod, love will always reign, and the hymn iune eventually cmerges in glorious iriumph,
- Wesley's final verse aptly describies the course of this work:

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,

Fast hound in sin and pature's night,
Thine eyes diffused a quickening ray.
I wake; the dungeon famed wil lighi,
My chadas fell off; my heart was oo,
I o, wend forith, and followed Thee.

Amazing love! How can it be
That Thow, iy Godl, shouldst die for ne?

MNIVTE: HHWIHWW;IH ahove Bymn tune prise in the performance (o Rmllinrize ihe sudbenoe with
the mebedic maiertal am wihick b Ix bl
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