A MOORSIDE SUITE

GUSTAV HOLST
Arr. Denis Wright

Second Edition Ge

"A Moorside Suite" is a masterpiece of Holst’'s ma ffore his
death, it achieves a synthesis of his creative talen alk-song
influences of 20 years earlier.

The title of the work alludes 10 a country setting but does not describe an exact location, and
this is mirrored in the musical material. Folksong influence is apparent but not overt.

The w 1w, commissioned for the National Brass Band
Champi . London, England. Denis Wright was a musical
scholar, it either during Holst's lifetime or shonly after his
death @ 1ed until 1983, and has been re-edited by Geoffrey
Brand. intended the work to be transcribed for "Military

Band” anu 4 as movemem ano some vars of the 2nd Movement exist in manuscript in the
British Library.

The opening Scherzo belies the serious nature of the work. It is a light airy 6/8 in which the

initial statement, with its all-imporant leap of a nd alto
saxophone. This interval of a fifth is distilled, s wfore a
fortissimo 8 bars in which the opening theme is re e in the
whaole of the First movement.

Holst achieves a “folky,” almost modal, feel in the mel ¥ remain
natural.

Whereas the first Movement has a sylph-like delicacy, the second is at rest. Tranquil, especially in
the breadith of the chorale. its simnle kev structure distils the tonal tension inherent in the
roniede

The obc ng fifth of the first movement) is in F minor: a short
cornet e ement of the chorale. This leads back to F minor and
a subtle =l by the Chorale again this time in F major and now
allowed > the movement fragments around the falling sixth of
the opening.

The peace is shattered by a triumphant March. We are in Bb minor again, and this movement is
built on thematic contrasts: firstly the 'pesante’ ther ed by a
playful leggiero tune.

Like the Scherzo, this March has a Trio the melody « z to the
Chorale of the second Movement. Most certainly this Holst's
part, but with the predominant use of the interval of that the

Suite is tightly-knit thematically.
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